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ORIENTATION, GUIDANCE, & DIRECTIONS 

ORIENTATION:
THE SCHOOL OF INFANTRY (WEST) IS LOCATED ABOARD MARINE CORPS BASE CAMP PENDLETON, CALIFORNIA- 52 AREA. IT IS APPROXIMATELY 60 MILES NORTH OF SAN DIEGO, AND 72 MILES SOUTH OF LOS ANGELES. 
    
FLYING INTO SAN DIEGO:
IF YOU ARE FLYING INTO SAN DIEGO AIRPORT, GO TO THE WEST TERMINAL AND CHECK INTO THE UNITED SERVICEMAN'S ORGANIZATION (USO). THE USO IS THE BEST PLACE TO RELAX, LINK UP WITH YOUR BUDDIES, AND BUY A FEW MISSING UNIFORM ITEMS.  CLOUD 9 SHUTTLE IS THE OFFICIAL TRANSPORTATION SERVICE FROM SAN DIEGO AIRPORT. THEY DEPART FROM THE USO AT VARIOUS TIMES (USUALLY BETWEEN 0900 AND 2230 DAILY). THIS SERVICE WILL COST YOU APPROXIMATELY $17.00 (DEPENDING ON THE NUMBERS OF MARINES AND SAILORS THAT ARE GOING TO THE 52 AREA FOR A COURSE).  TAXIS ARE AN OPTION, BUT NOT RECOMMENDED. YOU CAN EXPECT TO PAY BETWEEN $65.00 AND $175.00 IF YOU USE A TAXI.

FLYING INTO LAX: IF YOU ARE ARRIVING AT LOS ANGELES INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, GO TO THE USO OFFICE LOCATED ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF THE MAIN TERMINAL. THEIR HOURS ARE 0900 TO 1900. THEY WILL BE ABLE TO ASSIST YOU IN FINDING ADEQUATE TRANSPORTATION TO SOI.

DRIVING: IF YOUR PARENTS OR RELATIVES WILL BE DRIVING YOU TO SOI, ON I-5 NORTH OR I-5 SOUTH, TAKE THE BASILONE ROAD EXIT. IT IS LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 17 MILES NORTH OF THE CITY OF OCEANSIDE, AND JUST SOUTH OF THE CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE, WHICH IS LOCATED TO THE NORTH OF CAMP PENDLETON. 

WHEN TO REPORT IN:

YOU NEED TO ENSURE THAT YOU REPORT BY THE DATE DESIGNATED ON YOUR ORDERS. LOOK AT THE SIGNED RECEIVING ENDORSEMENT ON THE BOTTOM FRONT PAGE OF YOUR ORDERS. THAT IS THE DATE AND TIME THAT YOU MUST REPORT BY. IF FOR SOME REASON YOU MUST ARRIVE EARLIER THAN THAT DATE, REPORT IN TO SOI. DO NOT GET A HOTEL.
IN CASE OF LOST TICKET/MONEY: SHOULD YOU LOSE YOUR TICKET OR MONEY AND ARE UNABLE TO REPLACE THEM, REPORT TO THE NEAREST MARINE CORPS ACTIVITY (RECRUITING STATION, RESERVE UNIT, ETC.), IDENTIFY YOURSELF AND REQUEST THAT TRANSPORTATION BE FURNISHED FOR YOU. THE COST OF YOUR RETURN TRANSPORTATION AND MEALS WILL BE DEDUCTED FROM YOUR FUTURE PAY.

DELAYED TRANSPORTATION: IF YOUR TRAIN, BUS, OR PLANE IS DELAYED AND YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO REPORT IN ON TIME, CALL THE SCHOOL OF INFANTRY STUDENT ADMIN AT (760)725-7833 DURING NORMAL WORKING HOURS. (0700 - 1630 M - F PST)  AFTER HOURS YOU SHOULD CONTACT THE 52 AREA OFFICER OF THE DAY AT (760)725-7480.  THE RECON TRAINING COMPANY DUTY CAN BE CONTACTED AT (760)763-7181/7182 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK (UNLESS AUTHORIZED EXTENDED HOLIDAY LIBERTY).



LIVING CONDITIONS: 
YOU ARE NOT AUTHORIZED TO MOVE YOUR DEPENDENTS OR HAVE A PRIVATE VEHICLE WITH YOU. YOU MUST WAIT UNTIL YOU GET ESTABLISHED AT YOUR FIRST PERMANENT DUTY STATION (A SCHOOL OR TEMPORARY DUTY UNDER INSTRUCTION, IS NOT A PERMANENT DUTY STATION).  WHILE A STUDENT AT ITB OR MCTB, YOU WILL BE LIVING IN OPEN SQUAD BAYS.  WHILE A STUDENT AT RTC, YOU WILL BE LIVING IN A BARRACKS WITH INDIVIDUAL ROOMS (YOU AND A ROOMMATE).  YOU SHOULD WAIT UNTIL YOU ARRIVE AT YOUR FIRST DUTY STATION BEFORE BRINGING LARGE BULKY ITEMS TO STORE DUE TO THE LACK OF SECURE SPACE.  STUDENTS SHOULD ALSO AVOID BRINGING EXPENSIVE ITEMS (CD PLAYERS, CAMERAS, ETC.).  YOUR ENTIRE ISSUE OF UNIFORMS AND GEAR THAT YOU RECEIVED AT THE RECRUIT DEPOT IS ALL THAT IS REQUIRED.  IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU BRING 3 SETS OF APPROPRIATE CIVILIAN CLOTHES TO WEAR ON LIBERTY.  YOUR CIVILIAN CLOTHES SHOULD RESEMBLE YOUR SERVICE CHARLIE UNIFORM (COLLARD SHIRT, SLACKS AND/OR SERVICEABLE JEANS).
SOI MAILING ADDRESS:

SINCE MOST OF YOUR TRAINING WILL BE CONDUCTED IN THE FIELD, MAIL WILL BE DELIVERED AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE.  LARGE PACKAGES WHICH REQUIRE YOUR SIGNATURE ARE STRONGLY DISCOURAGED.  WHILE AT RTC, YOUR ADDRESS WILL BE:
RECON TRAINING COMPANY / SOI(W)
RANK, LAST NAME, FIRST NAME, MI
RTC, CLASS ______, _____PLATOON
AIT BN.
PSC BOX 555081
CAMP PENDLETON, CA 92055-5081
SHOULD YOU HAVE A QUESTION OR NEED ASSISTANCE, ASK.  YOUR CHAIN-OF-COMMAND IS AN IMPORTANT MEANS OF HANDLING PROBLEMS AND MAINTAINING ACCOUNTABILITY.  UNTIL YOU CHECK-IN, THE SCHOOL OF INFANTRY STUDENT ADMINISTRATION OFFICER IS YOUR POINT OF CONTACT.  THE PHONE NUMBERS ARE: (760) 725-7833/7972. DURING NON-WORKING HOURS 1700-0700 (PST) AND ALL DAY ON WEEKENDS AND HOLIDAYS, CALL THE 52 AREA OFFICER OF THE DAY AT: (760) 725-7480.  THE RECON TRAINING COMPANY DUTY CAN BE CONTACTED AT (760)468-0536 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK (UNLESS DURING AUTHORIZED EXTENDED HOLIDAY LIBERTY).
MAP / DIRECTIONS
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TRAVELING NORTH FROM SAN DIEGO AIRPORT 
TAKE I-5 NORTH FOR APPROXIMATELY 60 MILES.  REMAIN ON I-5 NORTH THROUGH OCEANSIDE, PARALLELING THE BEACH AND CAMP PENDLETON. PASS THROUGH THE US IMMIGRATIONS BORDER CHECK POINT AND BY THE SAN ONOFRE NUCLEAR GROUP POWER PLANT (2 LARGE DOMES ON THE WEST SIDE OF I-5).  EXIT AT BASILONE ROAD, AND TAKE A RIGHT.  THE BASILONE GATE ENTRANCE IS A FEW HUNDRED YARDS FROM THE HIGHWAY EXIT.  ONCE THROUGH THE GATE, REMAIN ON BASILONE RD FOR 4.5 MILES UNTIL YOU PASS A FIRESTATION ON YOUR RIGHT HAND SIDE.  YOU WILL PASS A CAR WASH AND THEN APPROXIMATELY 500 YARDS PAST THAT CAR WASH WILL BE A BARRACKS ON YOUR RIGHT HAND SIDE.  THAT IS THE RTC BARRACKS.  ACROSS THE STREET FROM THOSE BARRACKS IS RTC’S COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. 

TRAVELING SOUTH FROM LOS ANGELES AIRPORT 
TAKE I-5 SOUTH FOR APPROXIMATELY 72 MILES.  THE CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE IS DIRECTLY NORTH OF CAMP PENDLETON AND THE BASILONE ROAD / SAN ONOFRE STATE BEACH EXIT IS JUST SOUTH OF SAN CLEMENTE.  EXIT AT BASILONE ROAD, AND TAKE A LEFT.  ONCE THROUGH THE GATE, REMAIN ON BASILONE RD FOR 4.5 MILES UNTIL YOU PASS A FIRESTATION ON YOUR RIGHT HAND SIDE.  YOU WILL PASS A CAR WASH AND THEN APPROXIMATELY 500 YARDS PAST THAT CAR WASH WILL BE A BARRACKS ON YOUR RIGHT HAND SIDE.  THAT IS THE RTC BARRACKS.  ACROSS THE STREET FROM THOSE BARRACKS IS RTC’S COMPANY HEADQUARTERS. 
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