Welcome Aboard
Congratulations on your nomination to attend the Recon Team Leader Course.  By your command selecting you to attend this course, you have already demonstrated good leadership traits and the potential for growth.  You are not reporting in for BRC part two. It is the aim of this course to challenge you, both mentally and physically, so that we can further enhance your combat leadership.  During the course you will be required to plan for and execute reconnaissance patrols.  You will be required to make critical, real-time decisions, based upon an ever-changing and contingency filled patrol.  In this manner, we can push you out of your comfort zone and help you develop as an individual and leader of Marines.  
The aim of this course is to establish a formal training continuum in the Reconnaissance community.  Our course is designed to take an established Recon Operator, who has a deployment or two as a Recon Marine, and both add to and hone your current skill set to allow you to be an effective Recon Team Leader.  
To accomplish this we have a two-pronged approach: first, we must further develop and enhance your planning ability; secondly we must shape and solidify your ability not only to operate under stressful conditions, but to successfully lead your Marines to accomplish the mission under such conditions.  

While this course will not make you a subject matter expert on everything, it will expose you to various equipment, TTP’s, and methods for planning and conducting successful Reconnaissance missions.  The end state is that you will be a more confident, competent, and more well rounded Recon Marine that is capable of training, mentoring, and leading your team to successfully complete any assigned mission. Once again, congratulations on your nomination.
Arriving at Camp Pendleton

If you are not located in the Camp Pendleton area and will be flying in for the course, we recommend that you fly into the San Diego Airport (Airport Code SAN, since The School of Infantry (West) is located approximately 60 miles North of San Diego.  You also have the option of flying into the Los Angeles Airport (LAX).  SOI is located 72 miles South of Los Angeles. 
Flying into San Diego: If you fly into the San Diego Airport then, go to the West terminal and check into the United Serviceman's Organization (USO).   From the USO you can utilize the Cloud 9 shuttle.

The Cloud 9 shuttle is the official transportation service from San Diego airport. They depart from the USO at various times (usually between 0900 and 2230 daily). This service will cost you $17.00.

Taxis are another option, although it is not recommended. You can expect to pay between $65.00 and $175.00 if you use a taxi.

Flying into LAX: If you are arriving via LAX go to the USO office.  It is located on the first floor of the main terminal. Use the USO to arrange transportation for yourself to the SOI area.   Their hours are 0900 to 1900. 
Arriving at TL Course Office
The Recon Training Company is located at the School of Infantry-West, adjacent to the SNCO Academy.  We are located on the northern end of the SOI-W (52 Area).  See map below:
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The TL course trailer is BLDG #5203162T.  If you stand in the parking lot, looking at the trailers with Basilone Rd at your back, the TL trailer is the 2nd from left on the row nearest you.  (Note:  The Eastern trailers are not depicted on the imagery; however, you can see the grassy areas which mark the location of the current trailers)

Check-in Procedures
You will check-in to the TL Course Main Office, Bldg 5203162T, located at the Recon Training Compound, NET 1300 and NLT 1500 on the report date for your class.  

You will report in the seasonal Marine Corps Combat Uniform.  Please have with you:

· SRB/OQR W/COPY OF CURRENT BIR/BTR

· COPY OF TD REPORT OR PRO/CON IN SRB

· MEDICAL W/CURRENT JUMP/DIVE PHISICAL AND DENTAL RECORDS

· ORIGINAL ORDERS

· SCREENING CHECKLIST (COMPLETE)
· DIVE LOG (IF APPLICABLE)

· GLASSES OR GAS MASK INSERT (IF APPLICABLE)
If you are unable to check-in during this time, due to unforeseen circumstances, please contact us as soon as you can.  See the POC list below for all pertinent numbers.

Billeting
Billeting will be provided on-site at the RTC barracks.  Students will be billeted in two man rooms.  Each room is furnished with a bed, a locking closet (student provides padlock), and a desk.  Each room has its own head.  Permanent billeting assignments will be made on TD-1.   Students arriving early for the course will be provided with on-site billeting; however their room assignment may change on TD-1.  If you will be arriving early please let us know via the contacts provided.
Day-1 In-Test
On Monday, TD-1 you will be required to perform the following in-test:
Event 1: 
Pass a swim test that consists of (all events are done while wearing the MCCU, no boots):

· Complete a 500 meter swim, utilizing the side or breast stroke, within 18 Minutes
· Complete a 25 Meter Underwater Swim (Crossover) on one breath hold and without surfacing

· 15 ft Rifle Retrieval immediately into a 15 meter rifle tow. 

· Tower entry into the pool
· 30 Minute Tread Water then demonstrate Field Expedient Flotation
At the completion of Event 1, students will be given 15 minutes to rest and don their UDT vest, booties, and fins.
Event 2:  This event will be a 500 meter fin conducted in the MCCU with UDT vest.  Mask may be worn if desired.  The fins utilized will be up to the student’s discretion.  Fins must be military style and tactical in appearance. You must complete the 500 meters within 15 minutes.  This event will be conducted in the training tank.  

Students will be given 15 minutes to rest and change over to a Marine Corps PT uniform.

Event 3:  Conduct a Marine Corps PFT while wearing the Marine Corps PT uniform. Events are:
· Max Repetitions of Dead-Hang Pull-ups, no time limit

· Max Repetitions of Crunches within a 2-minute time limit

· 3-Mile Run as fast as possible.

· You must score a 225 on the PFT.

Failure of any one event will constitute a failure of the in-test and will result in the student being dropped from the course.

IN COURSE PHYSICAL EVENTS
During the conduct of the RTLC students will be challenged physically as well as mentally.  

Students must maintain at least a 4 mile per hour average movement rate while wearing rucks weighing up to 55 lbs.  Graded ruck movements will be individual effort events. Students will be required to maintain at least a 7.5 mph average pace on all PT runs.  

Failure to maintain an 80% average on physical events will result in the student being dropped from the course.

