MCIS FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Single Marines

1.  If I am a PCA Marine who lived in the barracks at my old command aboard Camp Pendleton, do I rate BAH w/o dependents?  No.  You will continue to accrue the same allowance you did at your old PDS.  You are only entitled to BAH partial.

2.  If I am a PCA Marine who was approved to draw BAH o/r and live off base, will I continue to draw this allowance or will I lose my entitlement?  You will continue to draw BAH o/r even when you graduate.  This entitlement will not be affected;  please ensure that your BAH o/r approval letter remains in your SRB once detached from your old command.

3.  If I am a PCA Marine who lived in the barracks at my old command aboard Camp Pendleton and had a meal card at my old command, do I have to get a meal card while going through the MCIS Course?  No.  You will receive BAS (COMRATS) for the duration of your assignment in the class and upon successful graduation from and assignment to SOI.  **Please ensure that you turn your meal card in to your command prior to detaching and reporting to SOI for TEMINS.**

4.  Do I need to fully check out of my command?  YES.  Whether you are executing a PCS move or a PCA move, you need to COMPLETELY check out of your command.  This includes checking out of agencies such as family/privatized housing, CIF/supply, and TMO.

5.  If I am a Conus PCS Marine, who is in receipt of BAH o/r at my old PDS, what type of BAH will I receive upon reporting for MCIC?  You will retain your BAH o/r at your old PDS rate for the duration of the course, however, you will be required to submit an AA Form requesting to continue to draw BAH o/r.  Once approved, it will be reported at the Camp Pendleton rate .  **Please note that this requirement should be completed prior to graduating to ensure that you do not exceed the 30 day lapse period.**

6.  If my marital status changes during my TEMINS at MCIS, what do I need to do?  

    a.  If you were married upon reporting for MCIS and get divorced while at MCIS, please ensure that you bring in your divorce decree ASAP in order to stop all dependent allowances.  

    b.  If you were single upon reporting to MCIS and get married while at MCIS or enroute to MCIS, please ensure that you bring in your marriage paperwork (official marriage certificate, divorce paperwork if you or your new spouse were previously married, and proof of your dependent (one photo I.D., and birth certificate or passport)).    

Married Marines

1.  If I am a married Marine, and my spouse moves to a different location other than my old PDS, what location do I receive BAH for? 


a.  If your old PDS is OCONUS, you are entitled to receive the BAH Type II rate.


b.  If your old PDS is CONUS, you are entitled to receive the BAH at your old PDS until you have completed the MCIC and been joined to SOI(W).  Upon join, you will be entitled to the Camp Pendleton BAH rate.

2.  If I am a married Marine who executes a PCS move in CONUS, when can I apply for Camp Pendleton housing?  During the MCIS class, a list will be compiled by the PAC and provided to the Camp Pendleton Housing Office for all Marines interested in submitting an advanced housing application.

3.  If I am a married marine who executes a PCS move in CONUS, what should I do about TMO?  You should ensure that you have provided a Special Power of Attorney for your spouse or agent who can act in your stead.  You should ensure that a HHG pick up schedule has been arranged before you depart.  TMO will also be set up by the PAC on this end in order to afford each Marine accessibility/availability of support agencies.

4.  If I am a married Marine who is residing in government quarters or privatized housing at my old PDS,  will I receive BAH?  You will not receive BAH if your dependents are in government quarters.  However, if your dependents are in privatized housing, you will receive BAH at your old PDS and a deduction for PPV will be done monthly in order to pay PPV.  **Please ensure that your PPV deduction has not been stopped once you check into MCIS.  That extra money is not yours, it belongs to PPV!**

5.  If I am a married Marine who executes a PCA and I am currently receiving FSA-R, will it change to FSA-T during my attendance at the course?  No, your FSA-R will continue unless your dependent relocates to your PDS.  

6.  If I am married to a military member, what additional entitlements do I rate?

a. Member married to member will rate the FSA-T allowance only when a joint household was established at the old PDS and the members are more than 50 miles apart.  **ONLY ONE MEMBER WILL RECEIVE THE ALLOWANCE.**

b.  Member married to member from another branch of service will be required to provide current L.E.S.    (most recent 6 months) to PAC in order to ensure that no entitlement over/under payments occur.   

TAD Marines

1.  If I am TAD from a command not aboard Camp Pendleton, do I rate the FSA-T allowance?  Yes, if your family is more than 50 miles from your TAD location and you are not returning to your quarters daily. 

General Information

1.  All MCIS graduates will be authorized 30 days of annual leave upon graduation.   

2.  Please ensure that you execute your TEMINS/TAD with your orders, SRB, medical and dental records in hand.  

3.  Please feel free to call the Permanent Personnel Admin center at (760)725-7494/7492/7847 (DSN prefix 365) with any additional questions prior to executing your travel.  

4.  You should complete the check out process prior to executing your orders as there is NO allowance for travel back to your old PDS upon graduating MCIS.  

Abbreviations

FSA-T

Family Separation Allowance-TAD

FSA-R

Family Separation Allowance-Restricted

TAD

Temporary Additional Duty

TEMINS
Temporary Instruction

MCIS
 
Marine Combat Instructor School

HHG

Household Goods

PPV                Privatized Housing

OHA
  
Overseas Housing Allowance

COLA             Cost of Living Allowance

CONUS
Continental United States

OCONUS       Overseas Continental United States

GTCC   
Government Travel Charge Card

PDS

Permanent Duty Station

SRB  

Service Record Book

BAH  

Basic Allowance for Housing

BAH O/R        Basic Allowance for Housing Own Right

BAH Type II   BAH-II is the housing allowance for members in particular circumstances, for example,

reservists on active duty less than 30 days. It also applies when a member is in transit from

selected areas where no prior BAH rate existed. It does not vary by geographic location. BAH-II (RC/T) was set based on the old Basic Allowance for Quarters (BAQ), which was based on the national average for housing. BAH-II is published annually and is determined by increasing the previous year's table by the percentage growth of housing costs.
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