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OVERVIEW

• Compressing the fundamentals
• Application of the fundamentals
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Please Read Your

Terminal Learning Objectives

And

Enabling Learning Objectives
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COMPRESSING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Must be QUICK and EFFECTIVE

NO ROOM FOR  ERROR OR HESITATION!!!
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COMPRESSING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Quick Engagement
• Sight alignment and Sight picture 

simultaneously

• Shots should be rapid and accurate

• Do not shoot out of own 
capabilities as shots will be ineffective
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Aiming

•Sight Alignment and Sight Picture
should be simultaneous

•Sight Alignment and Sight Picture
first priority
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Long range engagements

• Correct Sight Alignment and Sight Picture 
essential

• Target comes to sights not
sights to target
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Short range engagements

• Brief deviation from sight alignment

• Front sight tip, rear sight aperture 
and target must be aligned

• Dictated by own personal abilities
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Presentation
• Stock weld and eye relief

should remain consistent

• Initial focus on target then concentrate
on sights, tip of front sight on target for 
sight picture 
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

O-2 Sights
• Engagements under 200 yards/night

• Wider field of view

• Sight alignment more difficult

• Use 300 yard line setting
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Breath Control

• Will vary due to increased heart rate

• Hold breath long enough for shots
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Trigger Control
• Begins with presentation after Safety off

• Firm grip to maintain stability

• After Sight Picture one continuous 
movement of trigger to the rear without 
jeopardizing sight alignment
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Follow Through/Recovery

• Starts when round leaves barrel

• Allows for sights to be back 
on target for next shot
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APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

Controlled Pair
• A controlled pair is two aimed shots in 

rapid succession.
• The intent is to fire before the target can 

react to the first shot.
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Purpose
• Size
• Distance
• Do not compromise 



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS
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Controlled Pair Technique
• Present your weapon to the target
• Acquire sight picture, fire a shot, and 

recover the sights back on target.
• Reestablish sight picture and fire a second 

shot in rapid succession to the first.



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS

FMST WP4

Failure to stop drill
• Assessment of the target following an 

engagement in which the target is not 
incapacitated.

• Followed by a single shot fired to an alternate 
aiming area.  

• Commonly executed following a pair fired to the 
torso.



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS
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Failure to stop technique
• After firing a controlled pair to the torso, assess 

the situation. 
• If the target has not been eliminated, establish 

sight picture on the alternate aiming area.
• Fire a precision shot on the alternate aiming 

area.
• Search and assess.



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS
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Two threats
• Multiple adversaries

• Determining the greater threat forces you to 
consider what is the appropriate method of 
engagement. 

• The speed that you engage with becomes 
critical. 



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS
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Two threats Cont.
• Acquire sight picture and engage the first target 

with two shots to the torso.  Do not assess (yet)

• Immediately transition to the second target

• Acquire sight picture and engage with two shots 
to the torso. 

• Follow through back to the torso of the second 
target.  Then and only then, assess both targets.  



APPLYING THE FUNDAMENTALS
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Box drill using failure drill
• If two shots to the torso fail, employ a box drill:
• Acquire sight picture on the greatest threat and 

engage it two shots to the torso.  
• Transition to the second target
• Acquire sight picture and engage with two shots 

to the torso. 
• Assess the target.  
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